
Key Takeaways From 
“A Gentleman in Moscow” by Amor Towles 

 
● It is not the business of gentlemen to have occupations 
● History has shown charm to be the final ambition of the leisure class 
● I have lived under the impression that a man’s purpose is known only to God 
● A king fortifies himself with a castle, a gentleman with a desk  
● Arriving late is a delicacy of youth  
● From the earliest age, we must learn to say goodbye to friends and family  
● A man must master his circumstances or otherwise be mastered by them 
● For rather than being tools of self-discovery, mirrors tended to be tools of 

self-deceit  
● A gentleman’s presence was best announced by his bearing, his remarks, and 

his manners 
● A new generation owes a measure of thanks to every member of the previous 

generation  
● But why should one listen to everybody? The only difference between everybody 

and nobody is all the shoes 
● Education will give you a sense of the world’s scope, of its wonders, of its many 

and varied ways of life 
● A wise man celebrates what he can  
● What can a first impression tell us about anyone? 
● Human beings are so capricious, so complex, so delightfully contradictory, that 

they deserve not only our consideration, but our reconsideration  
● The timely appearance, the apt expression, the anticipation of a need, are the 

very hallmarks of the well-bred man  
● The best-bred dogs belong in the surest hands 
● But the living are so self-centered  
● If patience wasn’t so easily tested, then it would hardly be a virtue  
● As we age, we are bound to find comfort from the notion that it takes generations 

for a way of life to fade 
● It is a fact of human life that one must eventually choose a philosophy  
● Time and tide wait for no man  
● History is the business of identifying momentous events from the comfort of a 

high-back chair  
● The sense of loss is exactly what we must anticipate, prepare for, and cherish to 

the last of our days; for it is only our heartbreak that finally refutes all that is 
ephemeral in love 
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● For every unexpected appearance, comment, or turn of events had been 
welcomed like a burst of fireworks in a summer sky 

● While a man should attend closely to life, he should not attend too closely to the 
clock  

● The words who, what, why, when, and where do not make a conversation  
● When our lives are in flux, despite the comfort of our beds, we are bound to keep 

ourselves awake grappling with anxieties  
● No matter how much times passes, those we have loved never slip away from us 

entirely  
● A room is the summation of all that has happened inside it  
● When life makes it impossible for a man to pursue his dreams, he will connive to 

pursue them anyway  
● Since the beginning of time men in pursuit of wisdom had routinely retreated to 

mountaintops, caves, and cabins in the woods 
● How can anyone live his life in expectation of the latter? 
● In the end, it has been the inconveniences that have mattered to me most 
● A parent should share his hesitations and then take three or four steps back, so 

that the child can make a decision by herself- even when that decision may lead 
to disappointment  

● The world is wide, and wondrous are the ways of men  
● The designs of men are notoriously subservient to happenstance, hesitation, and 

haste  
● For if serenity should be a hallmark of maturity, then impetuousness should be a 

hallmark of youth  
● What matters in life is not whether we receive a round of applause; what matters 

is whether we have the courage to venture forth despite the uncertainty of 
acclaim  

● If one did not master one’s circumstances, one was bound to be mastered by 
them 

● The surest sign of wisdom is constant cheerfulness 
● Our lives are steered by uncertainties, many of which are disruptive or even 

daunting; but that if we persevere and remain generous of heart, we may be 
granted a moment of supreme lucidity- a moment in which all that has happened 
to us suddenly comes into focus as a necessary course of events, even as we 
find ourselves on the threshold of a bold new life that we had been meant to lead 
all along 
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